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On Aug. 21, leaders of the Nicaraguan contras pledged to accept the terms of a new regional peace
treaty signed by the five Central American presidents earlier this month. They made the pledge
at a five-hour meeting with Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte. "We state our political
good will to begin discussions directly with the Sandinista regime that could lead to a ceasefire,"
said Azucena Ferrey, of the contra directorate. Contra officials said they were not ready to disarm,
because they doubted that the Nicaraguan government would offer a genuine guarantee of lasting
freedom of expression and political organization, as called for in the treaty. The six members of the
contra directorate came to El Salvador in response to a request from Duarte that the contras and the
Salvadoran rebels (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front/Democratic Revolutionary Front)
publicly accept terms of the treaty. In officially accepting the treaty, the contras seem to be seeking
whatever political advantage they can from an accord that otherwise appears to undercut their
standing and that threatens them with a permanent cutoff of US military aid. In essence, if treaty
provisions are put into effect, the contras would be converted from a foreign-funded mercenary
army to a political force willing to challenge the Sandinistas inside Nicaragua. The contras defined
several conditions for their acceptance of the treaty. They demanded direct negotiations with the
Sandinistas and reserved the right to receive weapons until a ceasefire is agreed upon. Next, they
demanded that the Sandinistas guarantee their personal security, freedom of movement and access
to the press of any contra leaders who accept amnesty and return to Nicaragua. They added that
they wanted international observers and members of the Roman Catholic Church of Nicaragua
to serve as guarantors of their safety. Several contra leaders say their are considering a return to
Nicaragua and have asked Arturo Cruz to join them. (Considered a "moderate," Cruz recently
resigned as a leader of the contra directorate, now known as the "Nicaraguan Resistance.") Former
contra military leader Eden Pastora has also said he is considering returning. (Basic data from NEW
YORK TIMES, PRENSA LATINA, 08/22/87)
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